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Barnard Castle Ramblers
This book of walks has been written to celebrate 50 years of Barnard Castle Group of
the Ramblers Association. The first meeting was on May 16 th 1966 and the first walk
was on Saturday May 21st.
All the walks have been done by the group over the years. There are several
different starting points and hopefully walks for all abilities.
Our area is famous for its rare wild flowers including the Spring Gention. There is also
a wealth of Geology to be found, not to mention our industrial past. In other words,
there is something for everyone and of course the wonderful natural beauty in the
area. Some of the walks are classic routes while others are a little more “off the beaten track”.
We are remembering some of our past members along with an Anniversary walk.
To Celebrate 50 years the group is planning various events for 2016. We intend
walking the Teesdale Way in sections throughout the year.
There will also be a special Slide Show on Wednesday June 1st.
We are a small friendly group and welcome new people and visitors to our walks and
Slide Shows. We have a walk most weekends, mainly on a Saturday. We also have a
Wednesday walk about once a month. These are a little shorter and have a more
leisurely pace.
In 2015 a social evening was started on the first Tuesday of the month. These are
held at a different pub in the area each time and everyone is welcome to join us.
On a practical note, we no longer do working parties, however we constantly monitor
the footpaths in our area. We have a Footpaths Officer who deals with our footpath
problems. Having said this, anyone can report problems to the local council involved.
Despite all the government cutbacks, Durham County Council do try to keep footpaths in good order. This is achieved by the excellent workforce of the Voluntary
Countryside Rangers. Details of how to volunteer can be had from County Hall.
The group has an excellent web site, which gives all the Walks information which is
regularly updated. There is also lots of other information so why not check us out?
www.barnardcastleramblers.org.uk
If you are not a member of the Ramblers Association, why not think about joining.
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Notes
Most of these walks can be done by the average walker. However, some need
experience so study the walk notes before setting out.

Do not attempt to go out onto the fell in bad weather.
As well as the walks book it is recommended that you also have a map and
compass and know how to use them. (See maps needed with the list of walks).
Always take plenty of food and drink with you, especially on long walks.
Wear appropriate clothing for the weather. In the North Pennines the weather can
change from a nice sunny day into a storm very rapidly. Therefore a survival bag or
blanket should be carried (lightweight ones can be bought for around £5 from
outdoor shops). Also a first aid kit is advisable as help can take a long time to arrive in
the dales as well as the fact that there may be no mobile phone signal.
These are just practical precautions to make sure you are safe and hopefully
enjoy the walks with peace of mind.

At the time of writing this book, a lot of the stiles are being replaced by small gates, so
may not always fit the description. At various locations there may be a gate and a
stile.
There have been various incidents in recent years involving cows. This is very
often when people have a dog but this is not always the case. It is advisable not
to get between a cow and its calf. The NFU advice is that if you have a dog to let
it go if cows threaten you.
At all other times, dogs should be kept under strict control (preferably on a
lead).
All of the places we have chosen as starting points (except Hanging Shaw
and Hury) have some sort of refreshments, either a pub or a café. However,
these can not be guaranteed to be open, especially in winter time.
There is a frequent bus service between Darlington and Barnard Castle with
a two hourly service from Bishop Auckland to Barnard Castle. These all
connect with an hourly service to Middleton in Teesdale serving all the
villages on both sides of the dale.
Always check first.

Script by Joan and Ian. Maps by Richard.
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List of walks
The following maps are recommended to compliment this walks book.
Ordnance Survey Explorer maps. 1:25,000
2.5 inches to one mile or 4cm to 1kilomtre
Walks 1 to 10 and 12 to14 also walk 16 need map number OL31 North Pennines.
Walk number 11 needs the North Pennines map and 305 Bishop Auckland.
Walk number 15 needs the North Pennines map and 304 Darlington and Richmond.
Walk number 17 needs map 304 Darlington and Richmond.

Listed are the starting points and mileages. The mileages are all approximate.
4. Langdon Beck - 8.5 miles/13.7kms or 7 miles/11.3kms
2. Hanging Shaw - 7 miles/11.3kms
3. Bowlees - 8.5 miles/13.7kms or 7.5 miles/12.1kms

4. Bowlees - 6 miles/9.7kms or 5 miles/8km
5. Middleton in Teesdale - 9.5 miles/15.3kms
6. Middleton in Teesdale - 8 miles/12..9kms
7. Romaldkirk - 9.5 miles/15.3kms or 6 miles/9.7kms
8. Cotherstone - 7 miles/11.3kms
9. Cotherstone - 8 miles/12.9kms or 5.5 miles/8.85kms
10. Hury Reservoir - 7 miles/11.3kms
11.Hamsterly Forest - 9 miles/14.5kms or 7 miles/11.3kms
12. Bowes - 9 miles/14.5kms or 7 mies/11.3kms
13. Barnard Castle - 10.5 miles/16.9kms or 8.5 miles/13.7kms
14. Barnard Castle - 5 miles/8kms or 3 miles/4.8kms
15. Barnard Castle - 9 miles/14.5kms or 6 miles/9.7kms or 3.5 miles/5.6kms
16. Barnard Castle - 10 miles/16kms
17. Aldbrough St. John - 5.7miles/9.2kms or 6 miles/9.7kms
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An overview of all the walks in this book.

All the maps are for illustrated purposes only.
They are not to scale.
More detailed maps may be viewed at
www.barnardcastleramblers.org.uk/50years
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Walk number one - Cauldron Snout and Harwood
8.5 miles 13.7 kilometres of upper Teesdale at its best. (Can be shortened to
7 miles 11.3 kilometres by walking down the road from Cow Green car park).
Warning This walk should only be undertaken by experienced walkers. There is a lot of
boulder hopping beside the River Tees, a rock climb up the side of Cauldron Snout and
some rough ground which ideally needs someone to be able to use a compass.
Having said all this, if you choose a good clear day the rewards are worth all
the effort. In late May/early June you should see some rare Blue Gentians
and Pink Birds Eye Primrose. June/July is good for the Hay Meadows and
mid/late August the Heather should be at its best. The Geology of Falcon
Clints is also very interesting.

Start:- GRNY847309 A small area of parking near to the track to Widdybank
Farm. This is near the second cattle grid on the minor road from Langdon Beck
to Cow Green.
Go through the gate and ignore the footpath to your left but follow the track over the
hill and down to Widdybank Farm. Continue through the farmyard and join a broad
green track (you have now joined the Pennine Way).
On the opposite side of the river is Cronkley Scar. There used to be pencil mill
there, but only a small ruin remains. From about 1847 to 1889 material was
mined for slate pencils. They are locally known as Widdies, probably taking
their name from Widdybank Fell.

Enjoy this nice easy walking because once round the bend in the river you start on the
first of the bouldery sections close to the river where great care is needed. There are a
few places where there is some board walking which makes going easier. You are
now beneath the sheer cliffs of Falcon Clints. Eventually the river moves away from
the track where you reach a flat boggy section. However, a slabbed path has been put
in place.
On your left you will see Maize beck joining the River Tees. This junction is
the border of three counties. (Yorkshire, Durham and Cumbria which used to
be Westmorland).

Once round the corner there is the impressive Cauldron Snout Cataract which drops a
total of 200 feet. Now there is the task of climbing up the side of the cataract.
Great care is needed once again as you scramble up through the rocks.
Take time on the way to view the falls as it is pretty well impossible to see
the whole cataract from one place.
5

When you reach the top, Cow Green Dam will be in front of you. The Pennine Way turns
left over the bridge on its way to Dufton, but our route turns right on this service road,
passing the dam on the way. Continue along this road for approximately1.5 miles/2.4
kilometres to a kissing gate.
Go out onto the minor road and turn right downhill until you get to a small hut on your
left.
Note:- If you want to shorten the walk, continue down this road back to the car
park.
Ignore the first footpath sign, but turn off at the second one below the hut to cross very
rough ground. There is no defined track on the ground so head off in a North Easterly
direction on a compass bearing of approximately 40 degrees. Take care crossing the old
mine seams as you skirt round Cow Rake Rigg. Gradually you will drop down into
Harwood.
Look for a wall corner where there is a gate and a stile on the wall going down towards
the valley. Go over the stile and continue across Bink Sike to go through a gate and
down to Binks House. The OS map shows the track going through the farmyard and
down to a stile in the wall corner. There is no stile so go round the top side of the farm
and go straight ahead to another gate.

Go down to another gate below you and then follow Sourmere Sike down to where there
is a fence with a stile on the opposite side of the sike. Cross the sike and the stile and
head across to a ladder stile going over the wall. Drop down to Marshes Gill and go
through the large gate on your left near to the buildings.
Turn right and go between the buildings onto the minor valley road. Turn left on the road
to cross Harwood Beck on Lowend Bridge. Go past a chapel which is now a house and
up the road to Lingy Hill. Turn right and follow a track (old unclassified road). Ignore all
paths and tracks to your left. Instead, keep following this pleasant track through several
fields. Eventually you will gradually climb up to Greenhills.

Go through the farmyard and continue until you reach the B6277 road. Go out onto the
road and cross the stile on your right. (The signpost on the road is pointing in the wrong
direction). Go diagonally downhill in a South Easterly direction to a stile near the bottom
of the field. Cross the stile and keep going in the same direction on a clear path to
another stile where High Combwell Sike comes down the hill. Now follow Harwood
Beck, crossing Low Combwell Sike to a gate. Keep going on boggy ground in places,
then go through the broken down wall and up the track to the road. Cross the bridge and
walk back along the road to the start point.
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Walk number two - White Well and the Green Trod
7 miles 11.3 kilometres of riverside and high upland areas.
This can be a challenging walk with rocky and boggy sections as well as some side
streams to cross. However, this is an exhilarating walk and well worth the effort.
This is especially so if you are interested in Geology or Botany. Do in mid to
late May when you should see some rare Blue Gentians and some Pink Birds
Eye Primrose. Mid/late August the Heather should be at its best.
Try and choose a dry clear day as wayfinding could be difficult in bad weather

Start:– Hanging Shaw car park, Forest in Teesdale. GRNY866298
Before you start walking, take time to look at the information board and the
stone sculpture.

Go out onto the main road and turn right to then go down the track to the farm. Follow
the directions to the right of the farm and continue down the middle of the field to a stile
with a small gate. This nicely drops you straight into a stream/boggy bit with some
stepping stones. Head up to the barn and go through the gate beside the barn then
right at the next gate. Follow the fence down the hill to some slabs across a boggy area. Go straight ahead and cross the river. Turn right at the sign marked Public Footpath to Maize Beck. Follow this for a few metres, then turn right on a raised track to the
barn, with the river on your right. This barn used to be the dwelling called “High House”.
Go through the first gate of the two, to one beside the barn and then a small gate beside the river.
You will now follow the river closely with rocky and boggy sections as well as some
side streams to cross. However, there are some sections of board walking on the worst
parts. Take care when the river is high because you are nearly in the river at times.
After about one kilometre, look for a small ruin on your left. This used to be
the site of a Slate Pencil Mill which was in operation from 1847 to 1889 and
was finally abandoned in 1890. At a gate you will see Widdybank Farm
across the river under Widdybank Fell. Perhaps this is why the slate pencils
were locally called Widdies.

Progress can be slow beside the river, but keep going and cross Fox Earth Gill (which
comes from White Well), then across Merrygill to a wide open area where the track
veers towards the river and then gradually veers left towards the hillside. Follow a
faint track across a boggy area to a fence.
(If the river was followed for another mile or so, Cauldron Snout would be
seen on the opposite side of the river).
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Keep close to this fence climbing over shallow streams and more boggy areas. When
the fence turns right up the hill, continue in the same direction you have been climbing.
Work your way up to a large cairn on the horizon.
This is Man Gate, so pause and look back towards Falcon Clints across the
river and Cauldron Snout unfortunately out of sight around the corner.

Keep going up following the cairns until you drop
down to a fairly open area.
You will now come to White Well where the
stream comes out from under the rocks. This is
an area of Sugar Limestone and the first of
several fenced enclosures. A faded notice
explains that the fences are to keep the sheep
and the rabbits out in the hope of re-generating
the rare wild plants.

There is a little bit more climbing to the high point.

Cauldron Snout

Once again turn round and look at the fantastic view across Cow Green
Reservoir to Great Dun Fell and Cross Fell at nearly 3000 ft high. On your left
front is Mickle Fell. This makes the climb very worthwhile.

The route is now pretty open with more fenced off areas where you should see the
Gentians. Eventually you start dropping down on the Green Trod.
This is an old drove road which took animals from Cumbria to County
Durham to market.

The going is now much easier as you go down hill with views as far as Teeside. Look
for White Force Waterfall on your right which only looks good after a lot of rain. When
the track almost levels out, look for a faint path on the left to take you to a kissing gate
in a wall. Immediately after you have crossed Fell Dike Sike, use one of the faint tracks
diagonally up the hill to a marker stone.
You are now on the Pennine Way so follow the slabbed path left down to a stile. Keep
following this well marked track down to High Crag. Take care down this rocky slope,
especially after rain. Continue following the way markings round the farm, then down
the hill to the bridge. Cross the river again and retrace your steps over the slabs and
back up the hill to the cars.
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Walk number three - Dirt Pit, Bracken Rigg and High Force
8.5 miles/13.7 kilometres of fields, crags and riverside which can be shortened to
7.5 miles/12.1 kilometres by using Wynch Bridge
Start :- Bowlees Picnic Site GRNY908283
Leave the car park and cross Bowlees Beck to pass the visitor centre. Turn right to take
the broad track through several gates to Ash Hill. Continue past the building and go
down the hill to Dirt Pit. Climb out of Dirt Pit and at the clump of trees turn right and
keep following this road for about 2/3 of a mile or 1 kilometre. Drop down and then up
past Birch Bush. Ignore the footpath sign by the house but continue past the house on
the right.
Go through the gate at the fingerpost on the left and follow the track up to the barn. Go
through the gate and then ahead for a second gate to then bear diagonally left to the
corner of Walker Hill Plantation. Go through the gate and turn right up the field
alongside the plantation to a stile. Once over the stile, head down the field to exit
through a gate beside a chapel (now a house). This is the old road up the valley.
Turn right down the road to Dale Cottage. Do not continue left down the road. Instead
go through the gate on your right but don’t go up the track. Instead, continue past the
buildings in the same direction you have been walking. Go over the stile in the wall and
you will see the remains of the old road at the bottom of the field. Walk along
the field to another stile which will take you back onto the old road behind Forest
School.
Go down the road and turn right to Hanging Shaw Picnic Site.
Take time to look at the information board and the stone sculpture. Go out onto

the main road and turn right to then go down the track to the farm. Follow the diversions
round the barn and head down the middle of the field to a stile with a small gate. This
nicely takes you over to a stream/boggy bit. Continue to the barn and go through the
gate beside the barn then right at the next gate. Follow the fence down and across
some stepping stones to the bridge across the River Tees.
Go across the bridge to enter Moor House Nature Reserve. Continue on the track up to
Cronkley farm. Follow the diversions around the barn to a gate at the bottom of the
field. Go through this gate and another one on your right to start the short climb up
through the rocks of High Crag. Take care after rain as the rocks may be slippery. You
are now on the Pennine Way so go over the stile and follow the slabbed path over the
hill to another stile. Keep going up this track to the high point on Bracken Rigg.
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You should now have good views down Teesdale. Turn left and follow the ridge down to
cross Fell Sike Dike and several other streams alongside the river. Note Bleaberry
Force to your right. Keep on this track and try to ignore the quarry across the river.
Eventually you will arrive at the top of High Force. Take care. Go through the gate and
follow the path through the Juniper bushes.
Look out for a short path to your left
which will give you a good view
looking back to High Force but take
care.

Continue along the main track to a gate
(please observe the boot wash
procedure). Go through the gate and
down the steps to Holwick Head Bridge.
Keep following the Pennine
Way alongside the river and past the
stone sheep to Wynch Bridge.

High Force
For the shorter walk. Go across the bridge and up a slope to a stile. Go across two
fields to the main road and turn right. Go across
and up the minor road where the visitor centre
will be ahead of you.
For the longer walk . Continue alongside the
river for about 2/3 of a mile or one kilometre.
Look for a slope on your left down to Scoberry
Bridge which you cross. Go through a gate to
the right of the barn and left round the trees to a
track and gate in the wall corner. Follow this
track with the wall on your right, through the farmyard and out onto the main road. Go
across the road and through a gate to follow the track through this small stretch of
woodland. Once out onto the road, turn right and left back to the car park.
(If the path is overgrown, ignore it and turn right down the main road to the entrance of
Bowlees Picnic Site).
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Walk number four - Waterfalls and Newbiggin Chapel
An easy walk, to see two of Teesdale’s waterfalls and Newbiggin Chapel.
6 miles / 9.7 kilometres or 5 miles / 8 kilometres of fields and tracks.
This is the oldest Methodist Chapel in continuous use since it was built in
1759. It was renovated in 1987. Inside there is a pulpit from which John Wesley
preached.
A late start is advisable as Newbiggin Chapel is only open from 2pm to 4.30 pm on
Wednesdays from the beginning of April until the end of September. However if you visit
at any other time there is a list of key holders on the wall at the front of the chapel who
may be available to let you in.

Start:- Bowlees Picnic Site GR NY908283
Leave the car park and cross Bowlees Beck to pass the Visitor Centre. Go past and
round the corner to the right to take the broad track through several gates uphill to Ash
Hill. Keep on this same track down the hill to Dirt Pit. Continue up the road to a clump of
trees and take the left hand road. Go over to a stile in front of you and cross the fields to
go through 2 gates then turn left round the wall to a stile. Go down the hill to the High
Force Car Park. (Toilets, Ice-creams etc). Go out of the car park and cross the road.
Ignore the hut and entrance down to the waterfall (that is unless you want to pay to see
High Force from the North Side). Continue left along the pavement to find a flight of
steps going down to a field. Turn left and head for Holwick Head Bridge which you
cross.
This is where you decide whether you want to add an extra mile by going to look at High
Force waterfall from the South Bank of the river and return.

To go to look at High Force, turn right up the steps to enter Moorhouse Nature
Reserve. (Please observe the boot cleaning procedure). Follow this well worn track
past lots of Juniper bushes Note:- there is a side track to your right where there is a
good view of the waterfall. Take care!! Continue on until you exit a gate at the top of
the waterfall. Retrace your steps to the gate after the boot wash. Continue along the top
of the slope to a gate at Holwick Head House.
Without going to High Force, Go up the left hand slope to Holwick Head House.
Both walks either go through the gate or follow the path round the wall to go over a
stile into the field. Follow this good track with high level views of the valley through Hield
House farmyard until you drop down to cross a beck on a bridge. Turn left here,
(no waymarkings).
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Follow the track down towards the house and cross the beck again then go to the right
to a new gate and boardwalk over a
boggy area. Continue down to
Wynch Bridge (where there is a
good view of Low Force).
If you wish to shorten the walk
and not visit the chapel you can
cross Wynch Bridge, go up the
slope and across two fields to the
road. Go across the road and up
the side road back to the Visitor
Centre.

Low Force
Main walk to visit the chapel. Do not cross Wynch Bridge but continue to the right
following the Pennine Way downstream for approx 2/3 of a mile or one kilometre. Look
for a slope down to the left to Scoberry Bridge. Cross the bridge and go across to a gate
at the right of the barn. Continue half right across the field to a bridge over Bowlees
Beck. Ignore the stile on your right but continue up a narrow walled lane to a stone stile.
Continue on a well defined track across the field
to the busy road so take care. Go right for a
few metres and go up the minor road into
Newbiggin.
To go and see the chapel, turn right to the
next minor road and the chapel is the building
on the corner in front of you. You need to go
down the road to the front entrance.
After visiting the chapel go back up to the top
road and turn left passing the road you walked
Newbiggin Chapel
up earlier. Continue up the road to a gate in front of
you (where the road bears right). Go through the gate and go along the field to then
drop down beside a barn to Hood Gill. Go over a stile on your right and climb to the
bottom of the field which you follow along to a stile. Continue until you reach a track
which you go down and you are back at the car park.
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Walk number five - Holwick Scars and Crooks O’ Green Fell
A 9.5 mile/15 kilometre walk of three parts – pleasant riverside paths –
high upland fell – nice green pastures to finish.
This walk should be done by experienced walkers because there are several becks and
gullies without bridges as well as lots of boggy areas especially after heavy rain.
It should be done in clear weather as the tracks on the fell are indistinct in places.

Start:- The Fountain in the centre of Middleton in Teesdale. GRNY947254
Go down the hill to cross the river and just past the Auction Mart, turn right on the
Pennine Way. This route through the fields is well marked and there are lots of stiles.
Keep on this track until you come to Scoberry Bridge (not named on OS maps) going
across the river.
Do not cross the river, instead, go across the stile
on your left and go diagonally right to a gap in the
wall. Turn left up the field past a barn on the left. Near
the top of the hill, leave the track to go to a stile on
your left at the top of the hill. Go out onto the road
and turn right past all the houses.
Note the impressive Holwick Scars on your left.
There is an excellent information board where
the road turns down to the right.

Continue straight ahead through a gate and past
the house on your left. Just over the rise of the
mound, look for the track going down to the left to a
beck. Cross the beck and continue diagonally up the
slope. Turn left to climb up through Holwick Scar.
(Care should be taken on this short climb, especially
if the rocks are wet).

The fountain at Middleton

Follow the faint track up to a gate in the fence. Go
through the gate and follow another faint track going slightly left across a boggy area to
pass round the right of a small craggy area. On the top there is a bield (sheep shelter).
Continue past this rocky area, following the faint track uphill to another gate. Drop
down to cross Eel Beck then up again before dropping down to Rowton Beck. Climb
the bank side to another gate. Now follow the wall on your right. Near a flattish area
before the “final top”, the faint track veers round to left, still going slightly uphill.
This is Crooks O’ Green Fell.
17

Keep following this faint track until you reach another gate.
There are fantastic views across Teesdale.
You will soon start to go down slightly and the terrain changes from grass to heather at Brown
Dodd. When you arrive at the next gate, turn right down this track which has been made up for
the use of 4 Wheel drive vehicles.

Go down to where there is a shooting hut on your right. The track continuing down
Rake Gill is now a permissive path.
Note* The Right of Way goes off to the right of the hut up the hill which you follow
across the moor to drop down over Merrygill. It continues dropping down until it reaches the track coming up from Wythes Hill Farm. Turn left up the track until you reach
the track on the left coming down from Rake Gill.**
If you are following the track down through Rake Gill past all the large shooting butts,
ignore all tracks going off to the right. You will eventually get to the point where the
track comes up from Wythes Hill.**
Both routes are now on the Pennine way. Continue up to a gate and follow this well
marked track around the back of Harter Fell.
On your right you are now looking into Lunedale. You can see both
Grassholme and Selset Reservoirs.

Follow the well marked route past Pin Gate
and climb up to go through a gate in the wall.
Once through the gate you will see Kirk
Carrion (a stand of trees) on your right,
which is an ancient burial site.

Follow this well defined track mainly downhill
to the road with views of Middleton before
you. Continue down the pavement and over
the bridge back into Middleton.
Kirk Carrion from Middleton
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Walk number six—The Pennine Way, Mary’s cairn and
the Tees Railway walk
A varied walk from Middleton in Teesdale “over the top” into Lunedale
8 miles/12.9 kilometres of fields , tracks and disused railway line.
Start:– The fountain in Middleton in Teesdale. GRNY 947254
Walk down the hill and cross the River Tees and continue up the hill to the house on
the corner. Go round the house and across the road turn onto the Pennine Way. Steadily climb this broad mainly grassy track (fairly steep in places) to a gate at the top. Pin
Gate.
As you climb, on your left you will see a prominent stand of trees which is
Kirk Carrion. This is an ancient burial site.

Go through the gate then to the right is another gate, then to a point where you are
overlooking Grassholme Reservoir in Lundale.
Note the well constructed cairn at this point on the Pennine Way. This was built and is
maintained by Les in memory of his late wife
Mary as this was her favourite view.
Continue in the same direction until you
reach a track which you turn down.
Do not keep following this track down.
Instead look for a gap in the wall to your
right. (Despite this being the Pennine Way,
there has never been any way marking from
this track).

Continue down to a stile in the wall corner
and continue down to cross a beck. Climb up
to pass by Wythes Hill Farm and follow his
track out to the road.

Mary’s cairn

Go across the road and over a stile and continue through several fields and stone stiles
to cross another beck. Climb up to Grassholme farm and walk through the farmyard
and down the road to Grassholme Reservoir with its car park and picnic tables.
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From here, you can go through the car park and follow the North Bank of the reservoir.
You then cross the dam to a large car park where there are toilets and an information
room.
Otherwise, continue on the road and over the bridge. A short way up the hill there is an
iron gate which will give you access to walk along the South side of the Reservoir to the
large car park.
Both routes
Go up the access road to the minor road. Turn left along this road until a minor road
goes off to the right. Opposite this road there is a stile in the wall. Once across, head
diagonally right down to another high stone stile to cross.
Now turn down beside the wall until you get to Eller Beck. Cross the beck and go
through a gate on your right, then the diagonal path up to the right hand side of the field.
Walk up the field and past the house on
your right and down to the road at
Westfield House. Turn right down the
road with a view of the Lune Viaduct in
front of you.
Look out for the gate on your left, which
will take you onto the Tees Railway
path. Go across the viaduct and follow
this track until there is a concrete Step
stile on your right.

The Lune Viaduct

Go over the stile and across the field to a small gate and then a stile out onto the busy
B6277 near the entrance to Lonton Farm.
Watch for traffic as you turn left and cross the road to a stile in the wall. Go across 2
fields on a well worn diagonal path to a stile above a slope. Go down the slope and at
the track turn left to go through another gate. Walk past Step Ends Farm with the river
on your right and head for the road bridge. Go up the steps to emerge onto the busy
B6277 road yet again.
Take great care as there is no pavement. Cross the road and walk up the pavement
back into Middleton in Teesdale.
This walk is dedicated to Mary Chalmers.
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Walk number seven - The Teesdale Way, Millennium Bridge and the
Tees Railway path
Two walks using all or part of these features using fields, tracks, riverside and a
disused railway line.
Walk A 9.5 miles/15.3 kilometres.
Walk B 6 miles/9.7 kilometres.
Mickleton Millennium Bridge.
After a public enquiry, Mickleton Millennium Bridge was opened on May 6th
2002. On the day of the opening, a Scottish piper led nearly 300 people from
Mickleton to the Bridge. County Councillor Bob Pendlebury officially opened
the bridge. Lord Barnard and the Earl of Strathmore walked from either side of
the river to simultaneously cut a purple ribbon as a symbolic act. They then
walked into the middle of the bridge to shake hands. Take note of the plaques
on the pillar on the South Bank of the bridge. (Barnard Castle Ramblers
donated £150 towards the cost of the bridge).

Start –The Centre of Romaldkirk Village.
Walk to the bottom of the village and turn left on the Teesdale Way down a narrow lane.
Go across Beer Beck and head for a stile. Keep to the higher ground round a depression
and ignore all gates on the left, to get to a stone stile nearly at the top of the field.
Continue round the field edges until you reach the road. Out on the road turn right and go
across Eggleston Bridge. Use the pavement up the hill. Go across the road opposite the
entrance gates of Eggleston Hall and continue up the hill then cross the road. Keep going
left and take the second road into Eggleston village and walk past the church. Look for a
signpost on your left. Go between houses to a small gate (ignore the private sign as this
is the right of way). Continue down the field to cross a bridge and then round a pond to a
gate.
You are now walking along ancient cultivation terraces.

Keep straight ahead and ignore all other tracks until you drop down to a farm track. Turn
left and walk out to the busy B6282 road. Take care and go straight across to enter a
small stretch of woodland on a permissive path. Go ahead at first then the track bears
right. Where the path splits with one going up and one down, you can use either as they
both arrive at the exit. Go back out onto the road and turn left. After a few metres, turn left
down a narrow walled lane until you come out into a field.
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Turn right through two gates with Ornella Farm on your right and you will then see
Mickleton Millennium Bridge in front of you.
Walk A

Do not cross the bridge but continue ahead to join the Teesdale Way on a track in
front of you. Turn left and follow this route all the way to Middleton in Teesdale.
There are several sets of
steps on this section). When
you come out onto the road
at Middleton, turn left over
the River Tees. Look for a
gap in the wall on your left
opposite the Auction Mart
and go down the steps into
the field. Go across the field
Mickleton Millennium Bridge
and past Step Ends farm to a gate.
Go through the gate and follow the
track round the corner
(Do not continue following this track). Instead, strike diagonally up to a well worn track
through the trees to a stile. Go across two fields still on a well defined track to the B6277
road. Take care. Turn left and then cross the road to Lonton farm. At the left of the
entrance there is a stone stile and then a small gate. Go through these and head up the
middle of the field to a concrete step stile. Once across you will be on the Tees Railway
path. Turn left and follow this all the way back to Romaldkirk.
Walk B
Follow route A until you reach the Millennium Bridge.
Go across the bridge .
(note the plaque on the south bank of the bridge )
Continue across two fields to a gate and a short lane. When you reach the main lane,
turn left up the hill to the lower road in Mickleton. Turn right and walk along until you get
to the Village Hall. Go up through the hall car park out onto the pavement near the
Blacksmiths Arms. Cross the road and walk up the road to the Mickleton Railway Station
car park. You have now reached the Tees railway path so turn left and follow this all the
way to Romaldkirk.
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Walk number eight – An Anniversary walk
A 7 mile/11.3 kilometre walk using mainly fields and a disused railway line.
Start:- The Hagg Cotherstone GR NZ011200 (entrance down a minor road
opposite the Fox and Hounds pub in Cotherstone).
Leave the parking area and head down towards the river. Turn left and cross the
footbridge over the River Balder. Follow the footpath round to then cross the bridge over
the River Tees. Go almost straight up the hill (bearing right a little) to a track. Follow this
track up and through a gate to a caravan site.

Go straight ahead between the caravans to a narrow track going up to a stile.
Continue up through the gorse bushes to a stone stile in a wall corner. Go across and
follow this narrow path round to another stone stile and out onto the track. Turn left and
cross the stream, then up the slope keeping the beck on your right to the edge of Shipley
Wood.
(A short detour can be made to the left up the side of the wood to a high point
over looking the River Tees known locally as Percy Mire Rock. Legend has it
that Lord Fitzhugh, the last Medieval Lord of Cotherstone Castle, fell to his
death from here along with his horse).

Go round the edge of the wood to a gate and ignore the Teesdale Way sign going
straight ahead. Instead, head up the slope with the wall on your right. Then gradually go
between the wall and the stream to reach a gate. Continue following the steam up
crossing and re-crossing.
At the time of writing the area needs some improvement.
Look for a stone stile near a wall corner. Go over this and
gradually climb up the hill bearing left to walk beside the
woodland to emerge at a gate.
(Take time to turn round
for the view back over
Cotherstone).

Go through the gate and
follow the track up past an
interesting house set back.
This was a shooting lodge when the land was
owned by the Prince Bishops of Durham.
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High Shipley

Continue up the track until you see an opening into a gateway on your right. You do
not want this gate.
Instead look for a high stone stile in the wall opposite. Once over the stile head along
the field and slightly left to another stone stile. Once over this one go diagonally right to
another two stiles. You drop down to cross Raygill Beck before heading along the ridge
for a little way then gradually work your way down diagonally right, (no path on the
ground) to a gate with East Barnley in front of you.
Go past the house and don’t go up the track to the right or go down the slope. Instead,
head for a gate in between. Follow the track round to another gate and then follow
along the bottom of the fields to West Barnley. Use their track out to the road and turn
down the hill to Eggleston Bridge. Go over the bridge and head a little way up the hill to
a stile on your left. You are now on the Teesdale Way so follow it up the hill through two
stiles and down the side of the wall. Ignore all gates to the right, but head slightly left
round the depression to a stone stile. Follow the track over Beer Beck and go up the
lane into Romaldkirk.
Walk up the village and past the Village Hall before turning left along the road. Cross
the road and after the houses head up the road on your right towards Hunderthwaite.
At the bend in the road, head off to the left through a gate. You are now on the Tees
Railway Walk which you should follow to just before Balder Viaduct.
(A short walk along to the viaduct and back is interesting).
Turn left up the steps into the field. Go straight ahead to a gate, then follow the field
edge to Doe Park Caravan site.
(Doe park is an interesting house built
around 1520 and was possibly a shooting
lodge).

Keep on going down to Balder Bridge which
you cross, (take care, busy road). Go
through a gap in the wall on the left and drop
down some steps and a slope. Go through
the trees to a gate and you are then back at
the Hagg.

The Stocks in Romaldkirk

This rote was used by Joan and Ian
Martin for both their Ruby and Golden Wedding celebrations. Each time over
50 people joined them on the walk before a celebratory meal along with many
other friends.
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Walk number nine - The Friends Meeting House, Lartington Park
and the Butterstone
An 8 mile/12.9 kilometre varied walk of fields, tracks and moorland
with an option of shortening it to 5.5miles /8.85 kilometres.

Start – Parking area at the Hagg in Cotherstone GRNZ011200.(entrance to the
parking area is down a narrow road opposite the Fox and Hounds pub).
Turn down towards the river and at the Teesdale Way sign climb up the steep bank side
on a series of steps. At the top, don’t turn left but continue on up a lane to a house.
(Cotherstone Castle was in this area but there are no ruins left ). Continue straight
ahead along a narrow fenced track to the end. Turn left through a gate then right up the
field to a stone stile in the corner. Go out into the village opposite the Red Lion pub.
Turn left along the village to the green and turn left over a stone bridge. Keep ahead
along a narrow passageway to a lane. Turn left and almost immediately go through a
gate to cross a field to the Friends Meeting House. ( The simple Quaker church).
Continue through the grounds to a field and bear left down to a gate. Go along the
flagged track (there is a private pond to your left), then turn right over Lance Beck on
a slab bridge. Go upwards and to the left to a stile. Keep ahead until there is a gate on
your left with Cooper House just ahead. Go through the gate and then two kissing gates
around Cooper House (you are now back on the Teesdale Way).
On this stretch of path there are two memorial gates in memory of past
members of Barnrd Castle Ramblers. Continue following this track across 2 fields

then down to Grise Beck which you cross to then climb through Towler Wood and follow
the waymarks to Towler Hill farm. At the track, turn right and where the track goes
downhill turn right on a grassy track. Turn left down the slope and then turn right through
Pecknell Woods which are really pretty in Spring and Autumn.
(However, the track is narrow in places and can be slippery when wet or icy).
Follow the wood all the way out to exit by a stile onto the farm track.
(For a bad weather route go ahead through the gate and cross the field to Pecknell farm.
Turn left down the track to rejoin the main route at a stile.
Both routes From the stile, go down the track to cross Scur Beck then turn right through
a gate into Lartington Park. Keep the beck on your right and when you have crossed a
small side stream bear diagonally up to Lartington Hall.
(This is a grade 2 listed building which is around 1000 years old but most of
the additions are 19th Century). It is now a wedding venue.
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Continue to the right past the buildings to a track and then turn right.
Almost immediately you will see the Catholic Cemetery on your left.
(Lartington was a Catholic estate
village and was mentioned in the
Doomsday Book, the Mausoleum
was built by Monsignor Henry Witham).

Continue down the track to cross Scur
Beck once more then turn left along a
track through Spring Wood (boggy in
places). Continue out onto the busy
B6277 road and go straight across to
walk up the track to Naby Farm.

Lartington Hall

The Lartington Water Treatment works are on your right.

Continue through the farm and follow the track straight ahead, out onto the open moor,
then the road. Turn right down the road for a few metres to a Bridleway sign.
(Note the Butterstone a little further down the hill. This stone was used
during the plague when villages would place their money there in return for
butter and other food).

To shorten the walk to 5.5 miles/8.85 kilometres.
Continue down this road back into
Cotherstone. Turn left in the village and
continue until you come to the road opposite
the Fox and Hounds back to the Hagg.

Main Route
Keep on this good track across the moor for
approx 1.5 miles / 2.4 kilometres until you are
opposite the second farm with a barn next to
the wall. Cut across to this barn and go
The Butterstone
through the gate (no way marking). Go across
the field to another gate at the left side of High Corn Park Farm. Go to the left of the
house to use their track downhill.
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Go all the way out to the road. Turn right for a few metres on this narrow road, to cross it
and turn into a footpath by a small building.
Note:- This track is steep and slippery in places and should only be used by
experienced walkers. For an alternative, continue down the road to just before West Park
where you can turn left onto the disused railway line to continue on the main route just
after you have crossed Balder Viaduct.

For the main route
Continue down this narrow track to cross the River Balder then out to a field. Continue
diagonally upwards to a track. Turn right and where the track bears left, go straight
ahead through a gate and past the power lines to the disused railway line which you go
across.

Both routes
Go up the steps into the field and follow this well marked route with the River
Balder on your right. Go through the fields to
Doe park caravan site.
Doe Park house dates from around 1520 and
was once part of a larger estate. It was
probably a hunting lodge.
Continue ahead to eventually drop down to
Balder Bridge. Exit through a small gate and
take care crossing the bridge on the busy
B6277 road.
Once across, look for a gap in the wall on the
left, from the road to go down some steps and
follow this track to exit via a gate back at the
Hagg.

Doe Park

Note:- Teesdale has two large landowners.
On the South side of the Tees, a lot of the land is owned by The Earl of
Strathmore (Queen mothers family).
On the North side of the Tees, a lot of the land is owned by Lord Barnard.
All the Whitewashed Farms belong to Lord Barnard.

This walk is dedicated to John Bird.
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Walk number ten - Reservoirs, Goldsborough and Hannah’s Barn
A walk in Baldersdale with the option of visiting Hannah’s Meadow and Barn.
The walk is approximately 7 miles / 11.3 kilometres of tracks, open moor, minor
roads and fields, with various options to shorten it.
There are also endless options of walks just around the reservoirs with no
instructions needed.
The meadows are at their most spectacular in late June, early July.

Start:- Hury Reservoir (South Side) car park GRNY967193 .
Birk Hat was the former home of Hannah Hauxwell. Hannah lived is this house
alone and farmed the land with no running water and no electricity. Many years
ago a Television documentary was made called “too long a winter” in which
Hannah featured along with other residents of the dale.
Hannah’s Meadow and Barn are now owned by the Durham Wildlife Trust.

Leave the car park and turn left down the road to then go up the track to West Briscoe.
Just before the house turn left through a gate and round the building to another gate. Go
through this gate and head straight up the next field to another gate. Once through this
gate you are now on open ground. Keep in the same direction (south) on a faint sheep
track which then joins a wider track from the left. Keep going up on this track which gradually curves right with How Beck on your left. Eventually the track becomes narrow again,
but head for a slight rise. Once up the rise there is a clear track up to the summit of
Goldsborough.
(From the top, on a good day there are panoramic views for miles)
Continue along the ridge and follow a good track down the West side of the Hill.
Watch out for the track splitting. You need to follow the left hand track down to the
minor road. Turn left and follow this road for about a mile/1.6 kilometres to Clove Lodge.
Walk round to the left and exit through a gate in front of you. Follow the grassy track
down to exit through an iron gate.
The route can be shortened here to 6 miles/ 9.7 kilometres by turning right and
walking back on the South side of the Reservoirs.
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Main route. Cross the bridge. Continue on this good track to cross Blackton Bridge and
up the slope to exit through a metal gate at the top of the hill.
Note:- (A wooden gate in front of you gives access to walk round the North bank of the
Reservoir to the dam without visiting Hannah’s Barn. There is also the bird hide which
makes a good shelter in bad weather).
Main route. Head up towards the house (Birk Hat).
At this point a short detour can be made up the hill through Hannah’s Meadow to
see Hannah’s Barn adding approx 0.5 of a mile to the route.

Hannah’s Barn

To visit the barn. Turn left at the farm and follow the
track up the hill. Just before the cattle grid there is a
boardwalk on your left to the barn where there are
lots of information boards. (Another good shelter in
bad weather). Retrace your steps back to the farm
where you turn left
between the trees and
the stone wall and left
again to a gate.

If you don’t want to visit the barn.
Turn left at the house and then right between the trees and
the wall, then left to a gate.
Both walks. Go through the gate and follow the wall round uphill to another gate.
Cross three more fields to descend to Blind Beck. Cross the bridge over Blind Beck and
follow the lane into a field. Go straight ahead to another gate then 2 more fields to a
wall. Turn right between the wall and the trees to exit by a gate. Go diagonally across
this field to a metal gate. Go through the gate and turn left through another gate to
continue down past a small reservoir to a dam.
Option one Go through the gate in front of you to follow the North Bank path of Hury
Reservoir and then across the dam back to the car park.
Option two Go across the small dam and before the bridge turn left to follow the South
Bank of the Reservoir back to the car park. (this is approximately 1 mile/1.6kms shorter
than on the North side)
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Walk number eleven - The Green Man and the “Castles”
Two walks in the Bedburn Valley and Hamsterly Forest.
Walk A. 9 miles/14.5 kilomtres of forest tracks, moorland and fields.
Walk B. 7 miles/11.3 kilometres of forest tracks, moorland and fields.
You must get permission to visit “The Castles” by phoning
West Shipley farm. 01388 527359.

Only walk A has the option of visiting the “Castles”.
A TimeTeam from the BBC, with Archaeologists from Durham University did a
dig there several years ago, but came to no conclusions as to its use.

Start for both walks Hamsterly Forest. GRNZ092312.
(The first car park after entering the forest, near the Visitor Centre)
Pay and Display.
Warning - On walk A, there is no bridge across Harthope Beck, so could be difficult to
cross after a lot of rain.

With the visitor centre to your back, turn right alongside Bedburn Beck ignoring any
bridges on your left. Continue with the beck on your left until you cross Ayhope Beck into
a Picnic area. Go up to the road and turn right to re-cross Ayhope Beck. Once over the
bridge turn left up a narrow track to The Green Man
Sculpture.

This sculpture was done in 1996 and is 12 feet
high, made out of 6 logs of Grand Fir cut from
the forest. The Green Man is a Mythical figure
and in this sculpture it is depicted as the life
cycle of man.
(Green Son, Green Father and Green Man).

Continue left up a good track with Ayhope Beck on
your left. Keep on this track until you reach the ruins
of Metcalf House which was an old Coaching Inn
on the road from Weardale to Barnard Castle.

Turn right up a stony track.
Watch out for bicycles in this area) until you reach a
broad track. Turn right at a green barrier and walk for
several metres to find a narrow track on your left.
(This is not easy to find as there is no marker post).
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The Green man Sculpture

Go up this short path through the trees onto the moor. Turn right and follow this track
(boggy in places), with the wall on your right until you reach a wall in front of you.
Look for a narrow track heading up the hill. Follow this all the way to the top and the
wall corner. Turn right along this broad track until you reach a gate. Go through the
gate into Stanhope Lane.
Follow this lane all the way down to the road and turn right. After a few metres, cross
the road to follow the track to Hoppyland Farm.
(The remains of Hoppyland Hall can just be seen behind the farmhouse ).
Go past the farmhouse and through the gate in front of you, then round the wall to a
second gate. Go through this gate
This is where Walk B. leaves the route. (See separate instructions)
For Walk A
Turn left, keeping the wall on your left to head downhill to a gate. Go through the
gate and turn right through another gate. Follow the top fence round to another gate.
Go through this gate and go down to Harthope Beck.
(There is no footbridge and the stile is partly hidden).
If you do not wish to visit “The Castles”.
The route goes up the left side of the field to the top, then right and left round West
Shipley farm. Go out onto the track and head up to the road.
To go to “The Castles”.
Once over the stile bear diagonally right to go through a gate. Keep going ahead on
rough ground (with some of the ruins on your left) to almost the far corner. Turn up
where you can see the ruins better. Continue up the hill to exit by 2 gates, then up the
field to West Shipley Farm to walk out onto the road.

Both options
Turn right for a few metres and then turn left through a gate onto a track. Go round the
wall corner to the right into a rough lane between the wall and the gorse bushes and
continue right again to another gate. Go through the gate and go down to a track. Turn
left on the track to High Shipley Farm. Follow it round to the right past the caravans to
go through two gates. Continue in more or less the same direction to take you down
the hill to a lane then Carrwood Hill. Still going down, walk between the buildings to a
small gate on the right near the garden.
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Go through the gate, then diagonally right down the field to a hidden stile. Go over the
stile to (a steep track down to Bedburn Beck) where there is a good bridge. Follow the
track to the right through the woodland then up over a stile into a field.
Go up the field a little way and go through the gate on your right then left and then
right to go into the farmyard at Snape Gate. Keep the buildings to your left and follow
the track around until it turns left. Go straight ahead along the field edge. Keep close
to the fence along to a short (boggy Lane). (If you miss the lane, continue along the
field to the fence then drop down to the stile in the corner). (Quite steep).
Continue along the field edge to the cottage on the right where you go over the stile
and out onto the road.
Go down the road to Howlea Bridge and turn left to go through the caravan site.
Follow the track all the way to Newhall Farm and go between the buildings and round
to the right then left, through 2 gates and continue on through a field into a lane.
Go along this lane to a broader lane then to Bedburn Old Hall. Continue to their track
and turn left out to the road. Turn right and cross the road. Go past the parking area to
turn up the track to Field House. Follow this well worn route round the house and then
with Bedburn Beck on your left to cross the old Mill Leat then a field back to the car
park.
Walk B
Follow Walk A to just past Hoppyland farm and instead of turning left, keep going
down through three fields into some trees and at the bottom turn right on the track.
Follow this track along the bottom of the fields with Harthope Beck on your left until
you get to a gate. Go through the gate and immediately turn left down to the ruin of
Harthope Mill. Go across the bridge and follow the faint track to a large hut.
Just before the hut look for another faint track on the left to take you up to Howlea
Lane (road).

Go down the road to Howlea Bridge and right to go through the caravan site. Follow
the track all the way to Newhall Farm and go between the buildings and round to the
right then left, through 2 gates and continue on through a field into a lane.
Go along this lane to a broader lane then to Bedburn Old Hall. Continue to their track
and turn left out to the road. Turn right and cross the road. Go past the parking area to
turn up the track to Field House. Follow this well worn route round the house and then
with Bedburn Beck on your left to cross the old Mill Leat then a field back to the car
park.
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Walk number twelve - Sleightholme Moor and Gods Bridge
Two walks from Bowes village using fields, moorland and riverside with other
options for easier walks.
Walk A. 9 miles/ 14.5 kilometres.
Walk B. 7 miles/ 11.3 kilometres.
Start for both walks – The centre of Bowes Village near the school. GR NY992135
Walk to the lane next to the church and at the end go through the gate into the field
(Signpost marked Pennine Way). Turn right with (12th Century Bowes Castle) on
your right, to cross four fields on a well worn track out onto a minor road.

Turn left and follow the track past Swinholme
Farm. Follow the track down the hill and follow it
round to cross the bridge over the River Greta.

Bowes Castle

Continue diagonally right across the field to the
track. Turn right on the track and pass Lady Mires
to West Charity Pasture. At this farm turn right then
left to Cardwell Bridge. (Note the small plaque
on the handrail which says that the bridge
was opened in July 1999).

Turn left on the permissive path alongside Sleightholme Beck to where the wall turns up
to the right.

This is where the two walks split - point one
Walk A
Keep going ahead to cross the bridge in front of you. Go straight ahead looking for a
faint track going slantwise to the right up the hill. Continue going up and right to a gate
in the wall. Follow a faint track through rough ground and ignore tracks going down but
keep up to another gate. This will take you onto open moor with more rough ground with
narrow tracks until you eventually pick up a green rough track.
This gradually veers to the left up to the road and a Cattle Grid. Continue in the same
direction you have been going along this road, passing Bar Gap farm on your left and
down the hill to Sleightholme. Look for the Pennine Way sign on your right, just after
another Cattle Grid. Go across two fields to the bridge at Bog Scar.

Cross the bridge and use the track going uphill. Continue alongside the wall at this high
level until a gate on the left takes you onto the open moor. Continue in the same
direction until you reach a signpost at Trough Heads.
40

Turn left to follow the Pennine Way across the moor looking for markers along the way
(can be boggy in places). Eventually the route comes to a wall where you turn left for a
short way to a gate. Go through the gate and down the hill to Gods Bridge.
(This is a natural Limestone Bridge across the River Greta). Normally the river
goes underground before it reaches Gods Bridge. Look out for where it
re-emerges further down the river. Note the many old Limekilns in this area.

Turn right through the gate and follow the River Greta back to Cardwell Bridge. Re-cross
the bridge and retrace the outward route to Swinholme Farm. Instead of going back
across the fields, continue up the road into the West end of Bowes.
(Take note of Dotheboys Hall, immortalised by Charles Dickens in Nicholas
Nickleby), on the way back to the car.
Walk B - Follow walk A to point one
Instead. When you come to the wall corner with a bridge in front of you, turn right up
the slope and through a gate to head for East Mellwaters. Go through a gate near the
farm, turn right and at the last building (past the holiday cottages), turn left round the
buildings and then right along the track. Follow this track through a gate then turn left up
the well made track through two gates onto moorland.
Note - An even shorter route can be taken by turning right here down the wall (marked
Pennine Way). When you get to a “made up” track, turn left and follow this past West
Mellwaters and turn right through the gate to go down the hill to Gods Bridge.

Main route:- Turn left up to the Pennine Way to
a signpost at Trough Heads. Turn right to follow
the Pennine Way across the moor looking for
markers along the way (can be boggy in places).Eventually the route comes to a wall where
you turn left for a short way to a gate. Go through
the gate and down the hill to Gods Bridge.
(This is a natural Limestone Bridge across the
River Greta). Note the many the old

Gods Bridge

Limekilns in this area.

Turn right through the gate to follow the track beside the River Greta to Cardwell Bridge.
Go across the bridge and retrace the outward route to Swinholme Farm. Instead of going
back across the fields, continue up the road into the West end of Bowes.
(Take note of Dotheboys Hall immortalised by Charles Dickens in Nicholas
Nickleby), on the way back to the car.
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Walk number thirteen - Cotherstone Circular
A 10.5mile/16.9 kilometre walk from Barnard Castle using some unusual routes
which can be shortened to 8.5 miles/13.7 kilometres
Start:- The Scar top in the centre of Barnard Castle (near the castle).
Go down the path beside the castle until the track bears left. Turn right and gradually
work your way down to the riverside. (Note the new weir on the river). Continue
along to the Water Bridge (so called because it carries the main water pipes across
the river). Continue in the same direction and round to the right to cross the second
bridge over Percy Beck. Carry on for a short way until a track goes uphill to the left.
Follow this all the way up to then follow the fence around until you reach the old
railway line which used to run between Darlington and Tebay. Here is the end
of Tees Viaduct which was demolished in 1963 along with Deepdale and Belah.

Keep following the fence around until you come out into a field. Bear left to follow the
wall and then fence above the river to West Holme Farm. (You are now on the Teesdale
Way. Go over the ladder stile and across in front of the
house to a stile. Follow the track to use a stile and then a
narrow path to cross a bridge over a beck. Continue uphill
to the left of the beck to a stone stile. Go diagonally right
across the field to a wall corner and follow alongside this
wall with several stiles to emerge directly over the River.
Follow the track fairly steeply down to the river. Go across
the river and turn left to follow the path round to cross the
River Balder. Go straight ahead up the steps and at the
top keep straight ahead. Just past the house on the left,
go straight ahead along a narrow fenced path. At the end,
go through the gate on your left and up the field to a stile
hidden in the wall corner. Go out into Cotherstone
opposite the Red Lion and turn left through the village
until the road turns left.
Cotherstone Church
Our route goes across the road and continues straight
ahead past the church to look for a footpath which goes through a garden (waymarked).
Go over the stile and head across to a stile to take you up onto the disused railway line.

Go straight across and over another stile to then head up the hill with a wall on your right
behind houses. Once past the houses go through a gate on your right and turn left to go
across Lance Beck.
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Continue up the field and when you reach the brow, look for a stile on your right.. Then
continue up the fields with the fence, then a line of trees on your left. Go around the field
corner to go through a gate to Naby Farm.
Turn left in the farmyard and follow the track almost to the road (Lartington Water
Treatment works are on your left). Look out for a marker to cross the electric fence

on your right, then drop down to a bridge over Scur Beck and immediately climb up the
slope to the farm (The Green). Look for an ordinary back door with no waymarking. This
will take you into the farmyard so turn right and follow their track out to the road.
The walk can be shortened from here by turning left down the road.
To do this. Go down the road (past what was the Catholic Church but is now a
house). When you get to the road junction, there is a gate in the wall corner on your right
to take you diagonally across a small paddock to a gate. Turn left and follow to the right
of the house through a gate and head up the field to a slab bridge across the ditch.
Follow the field up and then down to cross the bridge over Raygill. Head straight across
and through a gate to continue up the right hand side of the ravine to go round a large
tree near to the wall. Turn left across a slab bridge on a track (you are now on the
main route) to the disused railway line. (Do not be tempted to take a short cut across
the ravine.
Main walk. Turn right up the road until you get to a farm track on your left. Follow this
down to Gill Beck and still using a track, turn right to climb the hill. Follow this track all
the way to just before a Cattle Grid. The route to follow is going over a stile on your left.
However, a slight detour can be made to look at Crag pond (a man made lake).
To do this, continue following the track to just before the next gate when you
can use a faint path on the right to look at the pond.

The route continues over the stile to head for The Rigg. Go in front of the farm and follow
the track through two gates before heading slightly left down the field to a gate. Go
through the gate and straight ahead to the disused railway line.
This is the same railway line you crossed earlier heading for Tebay.

Both routes
Go straight across and follow this good track all the way through several gates until you
get to the entrance of the caravan site. Turn right to go down to Raygill farm. Turn right
between buildings to a gate. Go through this gate and follow the track between fields of
horses to come out into Deepdale Wood. The track veers to the left (ignore the wider
boggy track) and keep going downhill (very slippy in places) to emerge at the footbridge
over Raygill Beck. Go across and follow the track out to the B6277 road. Take great care
crossing, to go over the water bridge and up the hill back to the Scar top.
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Walk number fourteen – Barney Woods and The Red Well
This is a short 5 mile/8 kilometre walk showing off some of the best features
surrounding Barnard Castle which can be shortened to 3 miles/ 4.8kiloetres.
There are some narrow paths and is very muddy in places after a lot of rain.
Therefore boots or walking shoes are advisable. There are also various options
for shorter walks in Barney Woods.
Start:- The Scar top in the centre of
Barnard Castle (near the castle).

The Castle from Scar top

Go down the path beside the Castle until the
track bears left. Turn right and gradually walk
down to the riverside. (Note the new weir
on the river.) Continue along to the Water
Bridge (so called because it carries the
main water pipes across the river).

Continue in the same direction then to the right to cross the first bridge over Percy Beck
on to the Teesdale Way.You follow this riverside path for approximately 1 mile/1.6kms
Ignore the steps going up to the remains of the viaduct unless you wish to shorten the
walk. (Very steep). Keep ahead with the path narrow at first then a broad track to follow
a bend in the river. At a point where the main track goes up a slight rise, look for a faint
path on your right which is fairly steep at first but becomes more gradual. Keep on
going up until the track veers round to the right. (At a division either track will do).
You are now crossing the disused railway line which went between Darlington
and Tebay. On your right is the end of Deepdale Viaduct which was
demolished in 1973 along with Deepdale and Belah viaducts.

Keep ahead using the narrow path alongside the fence on your left. It eventually turns
downhill. At the bottom of this path turn left to follow Percy beck upstream. When you
reach a track at a high point Turn left to continue following the stream.
Otherwise This is where you can shorten the walk by turning right here to return
on this high permissive track, back into Barnard Castle.
Longer walk
Continue down to cross and re-cross Percy Beck to a signpost part way up the slope
marked to the Viaduct and Golf course. Turn left here and continue under the viaduct to
the Golf Course. Pass the clubhouse on your right and continue to the busy B6278
road. Take care as you go across to enter a field.
46

Stick to the fence on the right at first then bear left to a gate and follow the path
diagonally across the field to the wall corner.
Once through the gate there is a
kissing gate on your left which
will take you into the Red Well.

Carry on along the side of the
field, through a gate to the
middle of the next field where a path comes in from the
left.
Turn right and cross Black Beck and walk up beside the
boundary fence of the GSK Pharmaceuticals factory
The Red Well

to go under the disused railway line which ran from
Bishop Auckland to Barnard Castle.

On your left there is a new “made up track” to take you up
the slope past the school playing fields. Continue on this path
as it goes round to the right to take you to the Sports Centre.
Go straight ahead past the swimming baths and then GSK
Sports club out onto the busy B6278 once more.
Turn right and then across the road into Station Terrace.
Continue straight ahead and opposite the Country Store, look for a footpath (signed) on
the left hand side of the road.
(This used to be the path through fields from the town to the Railway Station
which was where the Country Store is).

A short way down this path there is a footpath on your right which will take you back into
the woods. Follow this down and back over
Percy Beck and up to the junction at the top of
the hill. Keep going ahead along this top
permissive path which is the short cut from
earlier.
You will go past the back of houses to emerge
into Raby Avenue. Turn left and at the end,
turn right down the little cut, then left past the
crazy golf back to the Scar Top.
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The Bowes Museum which is the
starting point for walk number 15

Walk number fifteen - Egglestone Abbey
and Whorlton Suspension Bridge
Two walks starting from the Bowes Museum in Barnard Castle
Walk A. 9 miles / 14.5 kilometres of fields and tracks.
Walk B. 3.5 miles / 5.6 kilometres of mainly fields.
Note:- A 6 mile / 9.7kms walk can be done using the car park at Egglestone
Abbey and following the instructions of walk A to Whorlton Bridge back to
Abbey Bridge.
Start:-

The main gates of the Bowes Museum in Barnard Castle.

With the Museum behind you, turn right and then cross the road to go down Parsons
Lonnen. Once through the kissing gate, turn right and follow the track to then go
diagonally down the grassy slope to the bottom of the Demesnes. Turn along the minor
road out into Thorngate opposite the Blue Bell. Note the weavers cottages, as you
turn left down to the river. Cross the bridge and turn left keeping alongside the river to
the caravan site.
Follow the waymarks up through the caravans to just past the edge of the site where
there is a gate on the left into the fields. Follow the
well worn track through the fields to exit by a narrow
stone stile onto the road. Turn left down the road,
noting the old packhorse bridge at the bottom
of the hill. A short detour can be made to visit
Egglestone Abbey. (Premonstratensian).

Continue along the road to Abbey Bridge, noting
the remains of the old toll houses.

Egglestone Abbey

(For walk B see separate instructions from Abbey Bridge)
Walk A
Cross the road and follow the Teesdale Way alongside the river downstream, crossing
Manifold Beck on route into a field. Keep alongside the fence to a short stretch of
woodland which takes you up to the Mortham Towers road.
Turn left down this road and where it turns right, the Meeting of the waters is on
your left (the Tees and the Greta).

Follow the track over the River Greta on the Dairy Bridge towards Mortham
Towers (a 15th Century fortified Manor or Peel house).
Before you reach the house, turn left across the field just after a small stand of trees to
a gate. Go through the gate and follow this elevated track with the river on your left.
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Walk number sixteen – Arlaw banks and Broomilaw
A 10 mile / 16 Kilometre walk of fields, riverside and tracks.

This walk is especially good in mid to late February for all the Snowdrops at
Arlaw Banks.
Start:- The Main gates of the Bowes Museum in Barnard Castle. GR NZ054162
With the Museum behind you, turn right
and cross the road to go down Parsons
Lonnon.
Once through the gate turn left and
follow the well worn track across the
Demesnes which eventually drops
down to a gate.
Go through the gate and down the hill to
the riverside. Turn left and follow the
Teesdale Way along to Egglestone
Abbey Bridge.
(The ruins of Egglestone Abbey
can be seen across the river).

The Bowes Museum

Take care as you step out onto the busy road.
Go across the road and follow the track through the woodland with the River Tees on your right.
Where the track splits, take the left hand fork which will take you uphill to enter a field. Turn right
and go through two gates before heading diagonally up the field to a very high stone stile. Keep
going up in this same direction to walk round a tree.
(Do not be tempted to take a short cut as there is a ditch to cross).

Once round the tree keep ahead to a gate, then the wall edge to another gate.
Keep following the Teesdale Way which crosses a beck using steps near to Sledwick Hall.
(Note the Parish Boundary Markers at each side of the bridge, these are two of
a series all the way up Teesdale and were done in “The year of the Arts”).
Eventually the track leaves the edge of the field and climbs diagonally up round some large
trees to a gate. Go through the gate near a small clump of trees.
Do not go straight ahead
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Instead turn left to follow the track between the wall and the trees and out onto the road. Turn
left and follow this road for approx 0.5 miles/0.8kms past the cottages to a track going off to the
right (signposted). This takes you up to a clump of trees and beyond. The track turns right and
after a short distance turn left on the track up to some more trees. Go through these trees into
a field and almost straight across, go through a gate to climb up through some delightful woodland. Turn diagonally right at the field onto the bust A67 road. Take great care as you go
across the road, to go through a truck storage yard.
Continue following this good track past the ruined farmhouse at Humbleton over a stream and
through two gates. Continue up the side of this field and then diagonally across the next field
following the power lines to another track. Turn right and continue between the buildings of
Broomilaw Farm and drop down the slope.
On your left you may be able to see the remains of the old Broomilaw
Railway Station. This halt was created for the Queen Mother’s family when
they owned Streatlam Castle. John Bowes who built the Museum was one of
the same family. As you go past the Station Masters House there is still a
faint track going up the field to the castle entrance.

Carry on up the same track out onto the busy A688 road. Turn left and again take care as you
cross over to walk up the road into Stainton Village. Carry on through the village with good
views of Barningham Moor in the distance. Just before the end of the village turn down a
roadway (signposted) and turn right to go between two bungalows and a large garden. Follow
this good track around the field edges to turn right over the disused railway line.
This was the railway which ran between Bishop Auckland and
Barnard Castle.
Carry on across one field and go through the gate. Immediately turn left down the slope with
GSK Pharmaceuticals Factory with its wind turbines in front of you. Carry on straight ahead
over Black Beck with the perimeter fence on your right to go under the same railway line. Turn
left then right up a tarmac path past the school playing fields.
Without knowing it, you have now crossed the Darlington to Barnard Castle
line. The only evidence left are two concrete step stiles.
Keep on this path but look for a narrow track going straight ahead to take you past the school o
your right, out onto the pavement opposite the Petrol Station. Turn right until you come to a
crossing (just railings). Go across the road and go down Victoria road to Zetland Road (third
road on the left opposite the hospital).
Continue all the way to the bottom and the high stone wall at the rear of the Bowes Museum
will be in front of you. Cross the road and turn right to enter the museum ground via two iron
gates. Continue on the path back to the start or visit the café in the museum for tea and cake.
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Walk number seventeen - Earthworks and Stanwick Church
Two walks taking in Ancient fortifications and Stanwick Church.
Walk A 5.7 miles/ 9.2 kilometres of fields, tracks and minor roads.
Walk B 6 miles/ 9.7 kilometres has more road and track with less fields.
There is a 0.6 mile or 1 kilometre extension to visit the earthworks at
Eppleby known as “Stanwick Camp” where Sir Mortimer Wheeler led a
“Dig” several years ago.

Start:- For both walks. The Stanwick in
Aldbrough St. John. GR 203114

With your back to the pub, cross the green to use the
stone bridge over Aldbrough Beck. Continue ahead,
then round the back of the village hall to a stone stile.
Cross this and turn left up the field to a gate. Exit the
gate onto a minor road and turn right, until the road
bears right. Look for a double stile in the hedge on
your left.
The Stanwick

Turn right and follow the field edge all the way to a
track with the large complex of Park Farm to your left.
(Over the wall among the trees are the ruins of

the old earthworks). Continue along this track which will go right then left through

the earthworks out onto the B6274. Turn left along this busy road and look for a half
buried sign across the road.
(There is also a concrete trough).
Follow this field edge until you come to a track. Turn left then almost immediately go
across the corner of the field to go up the field edge with the hedge on your left to a
stone stile out onto this minor road. Turn right down this road and at the junction bear
right (signposted to Forcett), to arrive back at the B6274. Go straight across the road
and follow the Bridleway past Hillhouse Plantation to a wall. Turn left and follow this
track to exit into a field by a gate. Head across the field to Kirk Bridge.
(Note the small building to your left which is a Deer Shelter built over an
old icehouse).
At Kirk Bridge it is worth taking time to visit Stanwick Church which is
now cared for by the Churches Conservation Trust.
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This is where you would do the detour to Eppleby to look at the excavation site.
The easiest way to do this is:Carry on up the road past the church and at the
junction turn left. After approx 0.6 of a mile or 1
kilometre look for the signboard on the right with a
gate into the earthworks. You would then have to
retrace your route.
Back at Kirkbridge go across the bridge from the
church.
Walk A
Look for an iron rung
ladder stile down into the field beside Mary Wilde
Beck. Follow this beck, crossing over a concrete
bridge after a few metres out to Mary Wilde Bridge.
Go out onto the road and cross to go over a stile into
the field. Follow the wall up the field and where the
wall bears left, carry on in the same direction over the
hill to a gate.
Stanwick Church

Notice board

Go through the gate and down the field to find a gate to your left. Go through the gate
and follow in the same direction to a gate near to Aldbrough Beck. Go over Mary
Wilde Beck on a bridge with two narrow stiles and follow the beck along back to the
village. Turn left over the bridge and back to the cars.
Walk B
Continue on up this road to the interesting hamlet of Stanwick-St. John. Keep to the
left hand road and you will come to an iron gate. You will also see a blue notice board
which says “Restricted Byway only, no unauthorised motor vehicles”. Therefore go
through this gate and past the house. Turn left on the track and follow it out to exit by
a gate. You will now cross part of the earthworks out onto the road. Continue straight
ahead on this minor road to turn left into Aldbrough St. John and back to the cars.

This walk is dedicated to Ken Ashworth.
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