Barnard Castle Group

NEWSLETTER
Spring 2015
Chairman, John Bird writes:
A month into 2015 already and to date a mild winter, walking days have not been affected
by adverse weather too much, still a while to go though before we can consider putting
away some of the winter gear.
The new programme is imminent and there will be a good range of routes for us all to
enjoy: we are indeed fortunate in having a group of leaders who organise these for us.
In addition to the walk programme the group will also be planning activities over the
summer, slide shows no doubt, very probably 2 coach trips in the summer and perhaps a
few evening walks in addition to the mid week ones. There will be full details on the
website and in the programme. Things change; do keep checking to see what is happening
and if you have any suggestions for events etc. please do let us know.
NYSD Area AGM - Saturday 14th March

County Durham Big Spring Clean: 28th February to 18th April - Jo
The Group has taken part in this big litter pick on a number of occasions and is planning to
do so again this year. The event runs for seven weeks, even longer than previously, and
Pauline and Jenny have kindly offered to organise a litter picking day for the group.
Anyone who is interested in taking part please contact Pauline as soon as possible to let her
know (01833-638020 or pvfawcett@tiscali.co.uk ). Some alternative dates will be
circulated to all who are interested in taking part, and the most popular will be chosen and
advised. Also, anyone knowing of a footpath or bridleway that suffers from litter please let
Pauline know that too.
Slideshows - Judith
There will be four slideshows this year:
1st April:
John and Julie - Easter Island and Chile
3rd June:
Jenny and Gordon - Tramping South Island, New Zealand
5th August: Joan and Ian - Peru, Bolivia and Venezuela
7th October: Judith - topic to be decided
All the shows will be held in the parlour, Trinity Methodist Church, Scar Top, Barnard Castle
at 7.30pm. Cost £3 includes light refreshments. Everyone welcome.
Barnard Castle Ramblers Golden Jubilee: 2016 - John
A steering group has been set up to plan and co-ordinate a number of activities to
celebrate the group’s 50th anniversary in 2016.
Initial suggestions include: Walking the Teesdale Way over several days and months (with
shorter and longer options); a commemorative publication; slide show and presentation;
public exhibition of photographs and story boards of walking in Teesdale; a coach trip and
celebratory meal.
No doubt some of these will change and other ideas come forward. Full details will be
publicised in due course.
Seamus - Joan
Several people have asked me if I have heard from Seamus. I am afraid that the answer is
no. I sent a Xmas card to him and Catherine. I also enclosed a letter telling Seamus that
everyone who knew him kept asking me how he was. I am afraid that I have had no reply
from the letter and we didn't even get a Xmas card this year. I can only assume that he
doesn't want anything else to do with Barnard Castle Ramblers. What a pity as so many of
us thought a lot about him. All we can hope is that he is happy.
Ramblers Worldwide Holidays offer - Judith
Ramblers Holidays have a partnership arrangement with the Ramblers and will pay a sum
of money to Groups whose members book holidays. This ranges from £10 for a UK holiday
to £30 for worldwide holidays. Groups are free to spend the funds on anything which
encourages walking in their area.
We are currently seeking registration under the scheme and expect this to be completed
quickly. When booking holidays with Ramblers Holidays please mention that you are a
member of Barnard Castle Ramblers and the cash donation from Ramblers Holidays will
automatically come to the group.

Group AGM, November 2014 - Jo
Our AGM in November was very well attended, by approximately half the membership.
Some groups in more heavily populated areas would not easily find a venue large enough
to accommodate half their membership! The meeting took place in the afternoon,
following a well attended morning walk. A notable landmark was Joan standing down from
the role of Membership Secretary, and also from the group committee, after many years.
She was presented with a bouquet of flowers in appreciation of her service. Christine
Hughes was elected in her place, and the only other change was Richard Hughes taking on
the postal distribution of programmes and newsletters to those without email. The
committee is:
Chairman - John Bird
Deputy chairman - Jenny Selley
Secretary - Pauline Fawcett
Membership secretary - Christine Hughes
Treasurer - Judith Baker
Minutes Secretary - Frances Walker
Programme Secretary - Richard Hughes
Newsletter co-ordinator - Jo Bird

Email & postal distribution - Richard Hughes
Posters - Jo Bird
Website Manager - Maggie Donnelly
Footpath Officer - Allan Rayner
Assistant FP Officers - John Bird, Richard
Hughes, Tom Vlaming
Access/Countryside Officer - Jo Bird
Area Reps - John Bird, Frances Walker
Committee - Lynda Bares, Ian Martin

Following the formal meeting there was a presentation by John Musham, Invasive NonNative Species (INNS) Coordinator for the Tees River Trust, who explained what counts as
invasive non-native species, and why they are a threat to our native habitats. The three
species his efforts are aimed to eradicating are: giant hogweed (which can also inflict nasty
sores on anyone brushing against them); Japanese knotweed and Himalayan balsam, both
of which have pink flowers and spread very easily. All of them are capable of crowding out
native species. John distributed leaflets and encouraged members to join his task force in
helping to eradicate the interlopers.
Footpaths and Access News - Jo
Footpaths Secretary Allan Rayner has continued supporting a number of environmental
activities, including Trees for Cotherstone and Heart of Teesdale Landscape Partnership,
whose environmental activities you can read about at heartofteesdale@durham.gov.uk
which includes the project tackling INNS (see above). He also played an important role in
producing an updated series of walks leaflets for the Witham, from where they can be
purchased for a small fee. All proceeds raised will go towards future re-printing.
Since the last newsletter Natural England has announced that management of the Pennine
Way and Pennine Way bridleway are to be taken over by the Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority which expects to appoint a manager for the project in March. Current
management is by a team of representatives from the 18 authorities whose territory is
crossed by the Pennine Way.
North Pennines Walking Festival - Jo
The theme of the festival this year, taking place between Saturday 26th September and
Sunday 4th October is the Pennine Way, celebrating its 50th anniversary this year. There will
be a wide selection of walks based on the Pennine Way within the North Pennines AONB

territory, and the opportunity to join linear walks following the 76 miles from Tan Hill to
Thirlwall, with transport provided, so cutting out the irksome car-shuttling that is necessary
if walking these sections privately. Information at www.northpennines.org.uk

GUEST CONTRIBUTOR
Simon Wilson is the access lead with the North Pennines AONB Partnership and represents
them on the current Pennine Way and Pennine Bridleway National Trails Partnership.
Golden Anniversary for the Long Green Trail
2015 is a benchmark year in the fortunes of one of our most famous National Trails, the
Pennine Way. On 24 April 1965, 50 years will have passed since its creation.
It seems appropriate that we should look back on the anniversary, in this time of change
for our National Trails, and consider whether it still meets the vision that resulted in it being
established. It is widely known that it was Tom Stephenson’s penning of his 1935 article
Wanted: A Long Green Trail, in the Daily Herald, that was the call to arms for the creation
of the way, inspired by similar routes in the USA, especially the epic Appalachian Trail.
Eighty years on, I wonder what Tom would make of the Pennine Way now? Does it match
his vision? Is it fit for purpose? For me, the Pennine Way is a trail among trails. It is now
arguably as much a part of our collective culture as Yorkshire rhubarb and Newcastle Brown
Ale. It still provides a worthy challenge for ‘end to enders’ having also attracted perhaps the
hardest endurance event in the country, The Spine, to boot.
However, I think that the true success of the trail, along with its 14 sibling national trails, is
the part it continues to play with our other access opportunities in inspiring and allowing
people to enjoy the outdoors. Nowhere is this more evident than on the easy Teesdale walk
from Bowlees Visitor Centre to High Force waterfall, within the North Pennines AONB. With
careful planning, good partnership work and appropriate investment the Pennine Way
allows large numbers of people to experience our most valuable landscapes, and the nature
within them, without significant impact. I hope that this will also be the conclusion of the
BBC programmes about the trail, in which my colleagues and I were involved over the
summer of 2014 (due to be broadcast for the anniversary). Presented by the polar explorer,
ocean diver and all-round nice chap Paul Rose, the series highlights the special qualities of
the Pennine Way and I suspect is one not to be missed.
There is much more planned to celebrate the 50th anniversary, including a new feature at
the start of the trail in Edale and a Walk the Way in a Day event that will, as the name
suggests, see the entire route walked in relay on one day. The AONB Partnership has
arranged a walk along the Pennine Way on 26th April from Langdon Beck Youth Hostel to
Bowlees Visitor Centre including brunch, afternoon tea and return transport (charge applies
and booking essential on 01833-622145). There will be other events and celebrations
during the year, and the best way to find out more is via the dedicated website
www.nationaltrails.co.uk . As for what Tom would make of it all, he might see something a
little different from his vision of “a faint line on the Ordnance Maps which the feet of
grateful pilgrims would, with the passing years, engrave on the face of the land” but I hope
he would be pleased with his legacy nonetheless.
[Tom Stephenson was the first paid employee of the Ramblers, becoming Secretary in 1948.]
Thank you to all who have sent contributions for this newsletter. Contributions for the next
issue will be welcomed from any member before the end of May please, to
jobird9@tiscali.co.uk .

www.barnardcastleramblers.org.uk

